H I S T O R I C A L S T A T U S A N D VULNERABILITY
Glaucous-winged Gulls steal food from other seabirds, particularly birds nesting nearby. They also prey on young birds of many species, including alcids and Black Oystercatchers.
Consequently, they have probably suppressed populations of other species as Western Gulls have in California (Sowls et al. 1980 ) and large gulls have in eastern North America (Nettleship 1972; Nisbet 1973) .
Like the closely related Western Gull, this species has increased in numbers in recorded time, taking advantage of increased food availability in the form of garbage, waste and discards from fisheries activity and sewage, and also through protection from shooting, feather collecting, egging, automation of lighthouses, and establishment of refuges for maintenance of nesting areas. While population data are limited, increases in nesting populations at several inland Washington colonies are documented (Thoreson and Galusha 1971) , and qualitative observations by many observers indicate the trend has been area-wide.
Glaucous-winged Gulls appear to be less vulnerable to effects of oil spills than other, more specialized marine birds, which spend more of their lives in the water, which dive for prey, and are less adaptable to changing conditions. However, the species, like all surface-nesting birds, is vulnerable to disturbance while nesting; and high mortality may result from entry of humans and dogs into colonies during times when there are chicks in the nests. Disturbance at this time can easily result in chilling of eggs or chicks, chicks leaving home territories and being killed by neighboring gulls, and eggs being stolen by crows.
For the most part, however, since large gulls are adaptable, opportunistic, and aggressive, populations of large gulls in Washington appear likely to be maintained at current levels, at least for the foreseeable future.
